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eldest daughter, to young' Prince Higashikuni, and the audience
was granted to Alice only as Doyenne because to receive her as
Ambassadress would set a precedent for a series of other requests, and
it was an unusual step, anyway. But Alice has always admired
the Dowager Empress and really wanted to get in touch with her
again.
As things turned out, the audience was delightful and very warm.
They sat down and chatted for half an hour, the interpretation
being through Alice's friend, Madam Yamanaka, lady-in-waiting,
and she also saw old Nishimura, who has aged terribly since his
wife's death. The Empress, Alice said, seemed to know more about
her than anyone except myself. She thanked Alice for the fashion
books (Vogue, etc.) and the jazz records which Alice sends regularly
to Princess Chichibu, and when Alice regretted that her gifts were
so frivolous, the Empress said she must not scorn jazz records because
they were played to Prince Chichibu during his illness in tjayama
and he greatly enjoyed them.
She mentioned the fact that Princess Chichibu had dined with
her the evening before and had spoken of the records and also of
the flowers which Alice had sent her on her young brother's death.
The Empress also knew of Alice's interest in the deaf-and-dumb
school, and thanked her for what she had done. Alice was amazed
that the Empress knew so much about her and, being somewhat
embarrassed by her thanks, she told several amusing anecdotes and
had the Empress laughing heartily, which at least must have been a
pleasant relief from the strict etiquette of the Court. The Empress
•also asked in detail about all our children and grandchildren.
Alice had brought some of the delicious oranges, lemons, and
grape-fruit which Walter Dillingham had sent us from California,
and we later learned that the Dowager Empress sent some of them
over to the Emperor and Empress. The Dowager Empress gave Alice
a magnificent bunch of orchids from the palace gardens, and later
Mrs. Yamanaka told Mrs. Hagiwara that the audience had been " a
great success " and had given Her Majesty great pleasure, and that
it was the first time in history that she had, with her own hand, pre-
sented a foreign ambassadress with flowers. The Dowager Empress
said she hoped that there would soon come a time when all the
ladies of different countries would be assembled there once more to
admire the flowers, and she affectionately held Alice's hand a long
time when the latter said good-bye and curtsied herself out of the
room.
I write of this meeting in such detail because it seemed to me
significant of the eagerness of the Imperial family for good relations
with the United States, and it will help because the story of it will
go the rounds from the Emperor down, although we ourselves shall
take the utmost care in mentioning it to nobody.

